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If you remember Chapter 1, you will recall BEDMAS, the order of precedence for mathematical operations 

in an equation. Excel cleverly also uses this system, and you can organize your formulae by using brackets 

to make sure Excel operates on the numbers the way you want. 

think it over 3.5

If Excel adheres strictly to the rules of BEDMAS, can you think of reasons why it still might be a good 

idea to use brackets?

Within a formula, you can also insert functions, which we talked about in Chapter 1 too. Excel helpfully 

has a huge number of functions which will operate on your data. You can enter them either directly 

in the formula (if you know their names in Excel), or through a menu – which will be covered later in 

the book. Figure 3.5 is similar to Figure 3.4, but in this case the formula reads ‘6*6-SQRT(36)’, and the 

answer is of course 30. SQRT is the Excel label for the square root function. Of course, the square root 

of 36 is 6. Most of the time, a function has a ‘name’ like SQRT and an argument in brackets – which is 

the number you want the function to operate on (think back to Chapter 1). Some functions have more 

than one argument, but they all appear between the same set of brackets, separated by commas, such as 

‘=AVERAGE(4,2,4)’ which will return the arithmetic mean (wait until Chapter 4 if you do not know what 

that is) of the three arguments. If a function has no arguments, the function name is followed by empty 

brackets like ‘()’.

think it over 3.6

With some formulae you have to supply arguments. Why do you think the order you enter the arguments 

in is important? How would you know if you entered them in the wrong order?

Now, typing in formulae with numbers like those above is all very well, but not that useful; it is really 

just like a fancy scientific calculator. The real power of functions in Excel is when you understand that, 

instead of numbers, you can use cell names in formulae and functions – and the formula or function will 

use the contents of that cell as the input into the calculation. You will probably fail to see how incredibly 

useful that idea is until later, but if you look at Figure 3.6 you will see an example.

Figure 3.5
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